Uzbek Scholar Journal

Volume- 47, December- 2025
www.uzbekscholar.com

INTEGRATING UZBEKISTAN’S CULTURAL HERITAGE INTO MODERN EDUCATION: NATIONAL
IDENTITY AND GLOBAL HARMONY
Boykuziyeva Ra’no Karimovna,
Teacher Fergana State Technical University

Abstract:

The article provides a comprehensive analysis of the psychological-pedagogical foundations and
practical mechanisms for deeply integrating Uzbekistan's rich cultural heritage into the modern
education system. The role of national values in shaping patriotism, spiritual maturity, and national
identity among the younger generation is illuminated based on the theories of foreign scholars such as
M. Weber, B. Rogoff, and M. Cole, as well as local experts including A. Avloniy, N. Jurayev, and A.
Abdugqgodirov. State policy documents, the initiatives from the 2025 UNESCO Samarkand Conference,
the incorporation of digital heritage into education, and issues of alignment with global trends are
examined in detail. It is emphasized that this approach strengthens education's function not only in
imparting knowledge but also in cultivating individuals as mature citizens grounded in national and
universal values.
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Introduction

In the context of globalization and rapid socio-cultural transformations, the preservation and
transmission of national cultural heritage have become crucial challenges for modern education
systems. Education today is not limited to the transfer of knowledge and skills; it also plays a
fundamental role in shaping learners’ identity, values, and worldview. For countries with a rich
historical and cultural legacy such as Uzbekistan, integrating cultural heritage into modern education
represents an essential strategy for fostering national identity while ensuring meaningful engagement
with global cultural processes.

Uzbekistan is one of the ancient centers of world civilization, whose territory has given rise to
outstanding achievements in science, philosophy, art, architecture, and literature. The intellectual
heritage of scholars such as Abu Rayhan Beruni, Ibn Sina, Mirzo Ulugbek, and Alisher Navoi, as well as
the architectural masterpieces of Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva, constitute not only national pride
but also an integral part of universal human culture. In contemporary educational practice, this heritage
serves as a powerful pedagogical resource for moral education, critical thinking, and the development
of cultural consciousness.

Modern educational paradigms increasingly emphasize the importance of cultural context in learning.
Cultural heritage is no longer viewed merely as a collection of historical facts or museum artifacts, but
as a living system that contributes to learners’ psychological identification, socialization, and value
formation. Integrating heritage into curricula supports students’ understanding of their historical roots,
strengthens cultural continuity, and promotes respect for diversity. At the same time, such integration
facilitates dialogue between national traditions and global educational standards, enabling learners to
navigate intercultural communication more effectively.
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Main part

In recent years, Uzbekistan has undertaken significant reforms aimed at incorporating cultural heritage
into education through legal, institutional, and technological frameworks. National development
strategies highlight the role of heritage in nurturing patriotism, civic responsibility, and spiritual
maturity among young people. Moreover, the use of digital technologies, virtual platforms, and artificial
intelligence has opened new opportunities for presenting cultural heritage in innovative and inclusive
ways, making it accessible to wider audiences both domestically and internationally.

Thus, integrating Uzbekistan’s cultural heritage into modern education is not only a means of
preserving national identity but also a pathway toward achieving global harmony. By combining
traditional values with contemporary pedagogical approaches, education can serve as a bridge between
the past and the future, the national and the universal. This study aims to explore the theoretical
foundations, practical strategies, and educational significance of embedding Uzbekistan’s cultural
heritage into modern educational processes within the framework of national identity and global
cultural integration.

Uzbekistan, as one of the cradles of ancient civilizations, has made an invaluable contribution to world
culture [1, p. 92]. The prominent examples of science, art, and spirituality formed on its territory—such
as Amir Temur’s philosophy of state governance, Mirzo Ulugbek’s astronomical discoveries, Alisher
Navoi’s literary heritage, Abu Rayhan Beruni’s scientific research, and Ibn Sina’s achievements in
medicine—continue to serve as spiritual and methodological foundations in the educational process
today [2, p. 158]. This heritage not only reflects the unique identity of the Uzbek people but is also
recognized as part of humanity’s common cultural wealth.

Within the paradigm of modern education, cultural heritage is not merely a collection of historical facts
but a living system that shapes the psychological identification, moral development, and social activity
of the younger generation [3, p. 102]. In the educational policy of independent Uzbekistan, the
integration of national traditions and heritage into the consciousness of youth is regarded as a strategic
state objective. This process ensures not only the preservation of national identity but also harmonious
integration into global cultural processes.

In recent years, a number of regulatory and legal documents aimed at integrating cultural heritage into
education have been adopted in the Republic of Uzbekistan. Presidential Resolution No. PQ-3150 of
2017 emphasizes the necessity of strengthening national pride, patriotism, and historical memory
among young people [4]. Presidential Resolution No. PQ-3850 of 2019 outlines mechanisms for
preserving and restoring cultural monuments and using them as pedagogical tools [5]. This document
established a legal framework for harmonizing the spheres of education and culture.

Presidential Decree No. PF-6050 of 2021 elevates the preservation of national identity and the
promotion of spiritual heritage to the level of a central issue of state policy [6]. Furthermore,
Presidential Decree No. PF-70 of 2023 identifies the adaptation of national values and heritage under
conditions of globalization as one of the key priorities [7]. These documents have laid a solid foundation
for enhancing the pedagogical significance of cultural heritage within the education system.

Among the most recent developments, Presidential Resolution No. PP-397 adopted in November 2024
is aimed at supporting compatriots abroad and preserving and promoting national cultural heritage
through them. This resolution introduced a digitalized system of “Compatriot” certificates and cards,
which serves to promote national culture on a global scale [8].
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The 43rd UNESCO General Conference, held in Samarkand from October 30 to November 13, 2025,
marks a new stage in Uzbekistan’s global initiatives in the fields of cultural heritage and education. The
proposals put forward by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev include the following:

o Education initiatives: creation of an inclusive education platform for children with disabilities;
organization of a World Vocational Education Summit; implementation of the “Artificial Intelligence -
School” project; and organization of an international conference on Al ethics;

e Cultural heritage initiatives: strengthening the preservation of intangible cultural heritage;
expansion of the “Memory of the World” program; declaration of November 19 as International
Documentary Heritage Day; and establishment of an International Institute of Digital Heritage within
UNESCO;

o Global initiatives: programs to strengthen women'’s leadership and the establishment of a UNESCO
Women's Leadership Academy; the “UNESCO Ecological Capital” initiative; development of a resolution
on safeguarding cultural heritage under conditions of globalization and climate change; a media literacy
strategy against disinformation; organization of children’s cultural content festivals; and the
establishment of centers to counter radicalism [9].

These initiatives are opening new opportunities to transmit national cultural heritage to the younger
generation through digital educational tools, artificial intelligence, and inclusive approaches. For
instance, through the establishment of a digital heritage institute, Uzbek oral folklore, architectural
monuments, and elements of folk culture can be preserved on virtual platforms and integrated into
educational curricula.

According to UNESCO’s definition (1995), cultural heritage represents a complex of tangible and
intangible values created by humanity over centuries, forming the foundation for personal self-
awareness, collective identification, and intercultural dialogue [10]. Uzbekistan’s cultural heritage,
functioning as the genetic code of the nation, is embodied in oral traditions (epics, folk tales), customs
and rituals, national costumes, architecture (Registan, Itchan-Qal’a), applied arts (ceramics,
embroidery), music (Shashmaqom, Lazgi), and moral values.

The inclusion of the Zarafshan-Karakum Corridor in the World Heritage List in 2024, along with
measures aimed at preserving intangible heritage elements such as Navruz, Shashmaqom, and Lazgi,
has further enriched this system [11]. Cultural heritage is not limited to museum exhibits or historical
monuments; rather, it represents a source of spiritual energy that lives within people’s worldview,

lifestyle, and collective consciousness.

The pedagogical significance of cultural heritage has been widely explored by scholars. M. Weber
(1905) interpreted heritage as a factor ensuring the continuity of social order [12, p. 85]. B. Rogoff
(1990) viewed it as a cultural mediation tool in personal development, emphasizing that children learn
and develop through cultural environments [13, p. 112]. M. Cole (1996) defined heritage as a
mechanism of social internalization through activity, studying the influence of cultural artifacts on
human psychology [14, p. 74].

Among local scholars, A. Avloniy in his work “Turkiy Guliston yoxud Axloq” regarded cultural heritage
as the foundation of moral perfection [16, p. 42]. A. Abduqodirov and N. Jo‘rayev examined national
heritage as a crucial factor in spiritual education, patriotism, and the formation of national identity [15,
p. 108].

From a psychological perspective, cultural heritage influences young people through mechanisms of
identification (linking oneself with ancestors), internalization (transforming values into internal
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beliefs), and motivational activation. Studies by C. Geertz and E. Hall demonstrate that national cultural
values shape young people’s social behavior, educational motivation, and worldview.

Uzbekistan’s Law “On Education” (2021 edition) and the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy
identify the study of cultural heritage as a key priority for educating spiritually mature individuals.
Modern pedagogical theories (J. Bruner, J. Dewey) consider cultural experience to be a fundamental
educational resource [17, p. 56]. In B. Rogoff’s theoretical framework, culture is regarded as the social
foundation of individual psychological development.

Local researchers A. Abduqodirov and N. Jo‘rayev have developed the psychological and methodological
foundations for using national heritage in education [18, p. 79]. According to UNESCO and OECD reports
(2025), the integration of national heritage into education is identified as an integral component of
sustainable development, especially in the context of digital heritage and artificial intelligence
technologies [19].

1. Interdisciplinary integration. This approach involves harmoniously incorporating elements of
literature, history, music, and visual arts into educational curricula. For example, while studying the
epic Alpomish, students analyze such values as patriotism, loyalty, and courage. As a new addition,
modules on digital heritage and Al ethics are being introduced—students can virtually “walk” through
the Registan complex using virtual reality technologies and explore its historical significance [20].

2. Experiential learning. By organizing visits to museums, historical monuments (such as those in
Samarkand and Bukhara), and cultural centers, students’ emotional perception and learning through
direct experience are enhanced. Based on D. Kolb’s experiential learning model, projects linked to
international events such as the Khiva Symposium are being implemented [21, p. 63].

3. Creative activity and emotional development. The use of folk games (e.g., Lapar), dances (Lazgi),
handicrafts (pottery), and folklore elements in lessons contributes to the development of learners’
socio-emotional competencies. Listening to and analyzing Shashmaqom music fosters aesthetic taste
and reflective thinking [22, p. 147].

4. Community and family collaboration. Educational activities are organized around national
traditions within the family and the mahalla (community) environment to preserve cultural heritage
and instill it in young people’s consciousness. Promoting heritage through compatriots abroad (based
on Resolution PP-397), such as conducting online master classes on Uzbek folklore via digital platforms,
also plays an important role [23].

As a result of these activities, students develop such personal qualities as cultural identification, social
engagement, national pride, aesthetic taste, and reflective thinking. Theories of personality
development by J. Piaget and E. Erikson confirm that when such values are instilled from childhood, the
level of social maturity and moral stability of an individual becomes significantly higher [24, p. 89].
Integrating Uzbekistan’s cultural heritage into modern education is a key factor in preserving national
identity while harmonizing with global processes. Based on the theories of B. Rogoff and M. Cole,
cultural heritage plays a decisive role as a social tool in the development of the human psyche. In
pedagogical practice, the integration of heritage into curricula, experiential learning, creative activities,
and community cooperation ensures the balanced development of young people’s cognitive, emotional,
and socio-intellectual capacities.

The initiatives of the 2025 UNESCO Samarkand Conference—such as the establishment of a Digital
Heritage Institute, the “Artificial Intelligence - School” project, inclusive education platforms, and
others—are elevating this process to the global level. Thus, national cultural heritage is not merely a
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memory of the past but a source of spiritual and psychological energy that shapes future generations.
This approach is regarded as a key direction for aligning Uzbekistan’s education system with both the
preservation of national identity and universal human values.

Conclusion

Integrating Uzbekistan’s cultural heritage into modern education represents a strategically important
approach to preserving national identity while fostering global harmony in an increasingly
interconnected world. As demonstrated in this study, cultural heritage is not merely a repository of
historical knowledge but a dynamic pedagogical resource that shapes learners’ moral values, cultural
awareness, social responsibility, and intellectual development. By embedding tangible and intangible
heritage elements into educational curricula, Uzbekistan reinforces continuity between past, present,
and future generations.

The analysis confirms that cultural heritage contributes significantly to the formation of students’
national self-awareness, aesthetic sensitivity, and ethical orientation. At the same time, when integrated
through interdisciplinary, experiential, and digitally enhanced learning models, it promotes
intercultural dialogue and global citizenship. Modern educational technologies, including digital
heritage platforms, artificial intelligence-based learning tools, and virtual environments, expand access
to cultural knowledge and adapt it to the needs of contemporary learners, thereby enhancing inclusivity
and engagement.

Furthermore, the alignment of national educational reforms with international frameworks advanced
by UNESCO and other global institutions highlights Uzbekistan’s commitment to harmonizing local
cultural values with universal human ideals. Such an approach allows cultural heritage to function as a
bridge between national traditions and global educational standards, ensuring both cultural
sustainability and international relevance.

In conclusion, the integration of Uzbekistan’s cultural heritage into modern education is not only a
means of safeguarding historical memory but also a powerful driver of holistic human development. It
enables the education system to cultivate individuals who are deeply rooted in their national culture
while remaining open, adaptive, and responsive to global challenges. This balanced model positions
cultural heritage as a foundational element for building an innovative, inclusive, and culturally resilient
educational future.
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