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ABSTRACT

The article discusses the need to include in the field of cultural ecology a new scientific discipline - the
ecology of education. Crisis state a number of areas of public life has now necessitated the greening of
the relevant sciences: in particular, the threat to the preservation of culture has led to the emergence of
the ecology of culture. Meanwhile, the transmission of cultural norms occurs through the social
institution of education; therefore an essential part of the ecology of culture should be the preservation
of the educational level. It is shown that the current state of education as a social institution that ensures
the reproduction of the socio-cultural environment is critical. The author proposes to develop the
ecology of education. The object of her research will be the impact of the socio-cultural environment on
education system; the subject of the study is the conditions for the functioning of education as a social
institution, the patterns of its implementation and ways to preserve it. The article lists the main tasks
of the ecology of education. To solve the tasks set, it is necessary, in particular, to analyze the models of
educational institutions of various societies, considering them as tools self-preservation of society. As a
result, we will be able to develop measures to modernize society without violating its value bases. Thus,
the development of the ecology of education seems to be a mandatory step in any action to improve its
effectiveness.
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INTRODUCTION

Culture is a combination of material and spiritual values, as well as ways to create them, use and
pass them on from generation to generation. This is the human way of being (as opposed to the
biological existence of animals), a means of human self-realization, a measure of mastery of the world,
the realization of human freedom and creativity [13, p.249-260]. Many definitions have been given to
the concept of culture, but researchers they unanimously emphasize that it is precisely this that makes
the biological individual a man in the full sense of the word. According to A. A. Huseynov, “culture
consists of internally contained and externally manifested norms that determine behavior mastered
and mediated with the help of symbols”; its core is the ways of positing meaning, "socio-psychological
attitudes, ways of perception, manner of feeling and thinking." The content of culture is “unconsciously
and automatically perceived attitudes that are common to the era and the social group as a whole ...
patterns of behavior and stereotypes of reactions”: thanks to them, the behavior of members of society
becomes uniform and predictable. These norms themselves can differ in the degree of rational
reflection and in the ways of fixing; but there is a "generally recognized norm ... which sets patterns and
standards of behavior and influences the choice between possible behavioral alternatives”, called
spiritual value. With the help of values and norms, culture (as a "socially inherited system of regulatory
mechanisms") streamlines people's behavior, as if imposing restrictions on possible ways to achieve
goals. About on, “firstly, it informs about what you can hope for, how to behave in order to be approved

by others ... secondly, it encourages, motivates a person to behave, approved in this community; thirdly,
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it imposes restrictions, controls the behavior of people”, excluding from them “manifestations of a
disorganizing element based only on natural instincts” [3, p.39-42]. In modern society, they are
increasingly talking about the degradation of culture, the need for its protection. So, half a century ago
R. Guardini believed that culture is no longer "a safe and beautiful security, but a desperate fight not for
life, but for death."

It is in danger of degenerating: it should be called "uncivilized," if that expression were
appropriate. Modern culture, the thinker believed, lacks organicity and harmony: having protected
himself from nature, a person is faced with a new danger - coming from within culture. Modern culture
does not know the principle of asceticism, but it was the rejection of it that made a person defenseless
in front of himself: “Through overcoming oneself and denying oneself, a person will have to learn to rule
over himself” [2, p.154-156].

Today, most researchers are confident that culture is threatened by destruction: the decline in the
role of "high examples"” and the growth of informational garbage - vulgarity and vulgarity [5, pp. 151-
197]. Therefore, the question of the preservation of the cultural level, of the survival of culture is being
posed more and more insistently. Where we are talking about the preservation of a self-organizing
system and its protection from external destabilizing influences, we are moving into the area studied
by ecology. Ecology, as you know, is a science that studies the relationship of organisms and their
communities with each other and with their environment; it was proposed as a special scientific
discipline as early as 1869 by E. Haeckel. First, numerous areas of biological ecology were formed,
studying the features of the distribution of various plant and animal species on the Earth, their
adaptation to the conditions of existence, intraspecific relationships, etc. Then there were other
ecological disciplines that explore the life and activities of man. The general goal of environmental

research is to ensure environmental safety, which means “the state of protection of the vital interests
of the individual, society, the state, as well as the natural environment from threats arising from
anthropogenic and natural impacts on it” [1, p.28] .

The main principle of ensuring security is the formation of "on a planetary scale a purposeful
coherent self-organizing socio-natural system." To do this, it is proposed to focus on the leading
mechanisms of "creating the desired future." Among the objects of security are not only living
generations, but also future ones, as well as ecosystems and the biosphere as a whole; the subject of
ensuring security is not only citizens, public organizations, states, but all of humanity as a “planetary
subject” [1, p.29-32]. Today, the word "ecology" is used in a broad sense - they talk about social,
spiritual, political ecology: the struggle for the purity of the natural environment is combined with the
struggle for the preservation of cultural traditions or for new spiritual values. In general, today ecology
is an interdisciplinary field of knowledge, the science of the arrangement of multilevel systems in
nature, society, and their interconnection” [20, p.19].

It is necessary not only to create and introduce new educational technologies, but also to preserve
the undeservedly forgotten traditions and developments of outstanding teachers of the past. Therefore,
the development of the ecology of education seems to be an obligatory stage of any action to improve
its effectiveness. Revealing and reflecting with the help theoretical models, the laws of functioning of
the real educational process and the relationship between its participants (instead of often replacing
this work speculative ideas based not on empirical data, but on ideologemes), we will be able to initiate
just such changes that will increase stability of the cultural environment, and not distort it. Thus, the
ecology of education is a direction of scientific research that studies the impact of the socio-cultural
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environment on the education system and the conditions for the functioning of education as a social
institution, on the patterns of its implementation and ways to preserve it.

The main tasks of educational ecologists were considered earlier by pedagogical theory and

practice; but, united by the common idea of preserving the cultural environment and open to the use of
ecological methods, they will be considered from a different perspective, which will make it possible to
inject a fresh spirit into their discussion and solution. These tasks are:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Identifying the content of the educational process as a self-developing subsystem of society,
necessary for the functioning of the social whole, and highlighting its main components and
structural links;

The study of anthropological, ethical and other foundations of the educational process,
characteristic of a particular social situation;

Implementation of the worldview and methodological analysis of the main ideas, concepts and
methods used in the educational process;

Sociological substantiation of the main directions of the educational process as a tool for
inculturation and reproduction of the socio-cultural environment;

Identification of value dominants of specific educational systems;

The formation of an integrative conceptual and methodological apparatus necessary for the creation
of environmentally oriented models of educational process and identifying its current methodology;
Systematization and classification of the mechanisms for the implementation of educational
activities and the connections of the educational subsystem with other subsystems of life societies
(especially those related to culture);

Identifying the relationship of education as a social institution with legal norms and political values,
finding their interdependence in the transformation of society and predicting possible conflicts;
Development of a set of objective criteria reflecting the fulfillment by the educational institution of
its social functions (especially the main one - humanistic), and analysis of the possibilities of their
inconsistency;

Study of a possible conflict between the formation of professional cultures (especially among
technical specialists) and the introduction of students to universal and national cultural wealth;
Determination of mutual correlations between the two functions of education, between which a
conflict is possible - the inculturation and humanization of new generations, on the one hand, and
the reproduction of the vocational and educational composition of the population, on the other;
Identifying the impact of modern media on the creative and moral potential of students and
developing measures to neutralize the negative aspects of this impact;

Comparison of existing models of education according to the criterion of formation of innovative
activity and identification of side effects of stimulating this activity (in relation to the preservation
of cultural identity);

Determination of the optimal level of education (combined with the analysis of criteria its
insufficiency and redundancy) for a particular society;

Identifying the optimal level of technologization of the educational process (taking into account the
need for a creative, non-formalizable aspect of it);

Development of a mechanism for the selectivity of cultural innovations, which allows to filter out
those innovations that threaten the stability of a particular socio-cultural environment (because a
worldview that has not yet been formed can be distorted from contact with other values);
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17. Systematization of the necessary components of the education process, which allow it to carry out
intellectual support for social development (with taking into account the inevitable predominance
of conservatism in the presentation of the experience of mankind);

18. Determination of the necessary and sufficient degree of state control over education and the
permissible measure of ideologization of its content;

19. Development of measures to counteract the transformation of the educational process into an
instrument of political propaganda and ideological control;

20. Study of the consequences (including geopolitical ones) of the globalization of education and the
introduction of educational models developed for a different social environment.

As aresult of the work done, we will obtain models of educational institutions of various societies,
considered as tools for the self-preservation of their cultural environments. Only after that it will be
possible to reasonably consider the issues of increasing the efficiency of the educational process,
without violating self-regulation of society, but by accelerating its development. About education - in
fact, the production of a person as a carrier of a particular culture; therefore, knowledge of the laws of
its functioning is necessary for the implementation of the processes of development of culture, leading
to its flourishing, and not degradation.
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